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Canada’s Arctic is warming faster
than anywhere else with lasting
consequences
The federal government has emphasized the need to build more, and build faster.

Integrating climate considerations into these investments will help ensure communities

are prepared for what’s ahead.

Climate change is not only an environmental issue. It is a humanitarian, economic, and national security concern, writes Kandis Jameson. Pexels photograph by
Fahad AlAni
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Kandis Jameson is mayor of Hay
River, N.W.T. Handout photograph

Canada’s North and Arctic are already living the realities of climate change.
As Mayor of Hay River in the Northwest Territories, I have seen firsthand
how quickly these impacts can disrupt lives and livelihoods. During the 2023
wildfire season, nearly 70 per cent of the territory’s population was forced to
evacuate. In my own community and the neighbouring Enterprise and
K’atl’odeeche First Nation Reserve, that was an evacuation of 4,000 people
alone.

That experience is becoming less exceptional. The North is warming three
times faster than the global average, increasing the risks communities face
from wildfires, flooding, erosion, and infrastructure failure.

The Federation of Canadian Municipalities’ (FCM) new Future of Northern
and Arctic Canada report documents this reality clearly. For northerners, these
impacts aren’t lines on paper; they are part of daily life.

The report brings together input from local
leaders and community officials across
Northern and Arctic Canada. It sets out
practical priorities for strong federal-local
partnership, anchored in the diverse reality of
northern communities.

Warmer temperatures are changing the land
and sea. Ice no longer freezes as predictably,
or as safely, as it once did, limiting travel and
hunting that are essential sources of food and
cultural continuity for Indigenous
communities. Permafrost thaw is cracking
roads and runways. Coastal erosion threatens
homes, graveyards, and key infrastructure.
Wildfires are becoming more frequent and
intense. And ongoing reliance on diesel drives up energy costs.
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The federal government has emphasized the need to build more, and build
faster, to meet housing and infrastructure demands. At the same time,
integrating climate considerations into these investments will help ensure
communities are prepared for what’s ahead.

Climate change is not only an environmental issue. It is a humanitarian,
economic, and national security concern. It accelerates infrastructure
deterioration, threatens Indigenous ways of life, and tests Canada’s
sovereignty in a rapidly changing geopolitical landscape.

A good example of these intersecting risks is melting in the Northwest
Passage. Melting sea ice is leaving communities with severe infrastructure
deficits at risk, especially with increased maritime traffic traversing this
region. Risks are up close and personal for communities like Nunavut’s Clyde
River and Cambridge Bay, or Ulukhaktok, N.W.T., who have limited
emergency management capacities but will absorb the impacts of a disaster.
Our communities want to partner with the federal government to assert
Canada’s sovereignty in the Northwest Passage and bolster our capacity.

FCM’s report outlines practical solutions grounded in local realities to address
these issues. Clean energy is central to building resilience in the North and
Arctic, alongside sustained collaboration with the federal government to
decarbonize energy systems and connect communities to adjacent electric
grids.

Communities such as Old Crow, Yukon, and Paulatuk, N.W.T., are investing
in solar, wind, and battery storage to reduce diesel use, lower costs, and
improve energy security. Indigenous‑led programs like Wah‑ila‑toos have
shown that when funding models align with northern realities, transformative
change is possible.

At FCM, we are calling for ambition to meet the scale of the challenge:
increased investment in climate adaptation, better climate data and mapping
for the North and Arctic, accelerated efforts to eliminate diesel dependence,
and partnerships that respect Indigenous leadership and local expertise.

Arctic Infrastructure Fund ‘a
good start,’ but clarity needed on
projects and dual-use priorities,

say experts

‘Canada needs this road’: N.W.T.
pitches highway to the Arctic

Canada’s Arctic moment: climate
reality, Indigenous leadership,

and global responsibility

5/6/26, 7:50 AM Canada’s Arctic is warming faster than anywhere else with lasting consequences - The Hill Times - The Hill Times

https://www.hilltimes.com/2026/05/06/canadas-arctic-is-warming-faster-than-anywhere-else-with-lasting-consequences/502346/ 3/6

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv1ZdyyOAsUtu2FccBeOp_IB5JWeCt-JQJ60Ht_2joww76gYEz3Dy70rqT0Ey_hsDd5JuhAu0jzjWy2O0wj1N1WjxPDS6SIpQ4x6nvTxlJIUAuX9f_YHsSQ-1FzrQSCbbU4KKKVQujd7mEFX7S9y65qtO8kmtVMh3HIaYI1BYrHEWO12Me32omu5hQfr3MSCGD-Mfowd2B_gVq9Ob2U6KdsBFaw8ZiG6qM8zH76PM-N7gSbBfV-bqyEQIlJxLOdk4QP_w0itxBVBGmsnPI9dh1cov-TTFy4AnLjFx4s6sAEHDeUZMYsBw-sKJsqgaDMio7b7W7stn8pzkPICw79K6pQbIUhgiwZz7YS8fy1u1SlAdI5QsPG0LcWn7wWxzxowCICyJM&sai=AMfl-YQXHKwoKTcGIy8w5gYRnszY9pBmie3ieLEugL7li_zUWYt31gKvaWK-0T_DMDVvxAc2bwX1aTNAf_-qz_Vck48nr4Qe0BTy3GhlHSCsNtsrHsG_3OPDMOBj3Ka577Sjpyl3rZ3HB89QL01JBd8SzWtLWuH4Klkkw6J6-SBgRhqJoDb7QCS4yPB0KPrG2kdp1n1LhPl0LpB0qEQvIEya5aHBjCGBM9ZXTiisbbDbykmBfz5cArhZFImAHWL7HsGIUefJ-U6DfAhTwWfBFErY_4bTfCHX2nnWT1UgMS5oTjMMQftXSPE8vrEcQL71sWj1TsAiVzVwxSHcO1dG3IN5rS_oqTD172ZAF7I1iMEMxg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDf_Cn2X4crx&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://dehavilland.com/defence/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv1ZdyyOAsUtu2FccBeOp_IB5JWeCt-JQJ60Ht_2joww76gYEz3Dy70rqT0Ey_hsDd5JuhAu0jzjWy2O0wj1N1WjxPDS6SIpQ4x6nvTxlJIUAuX9f_YHsSQ-1FzrQSCbbU4KKKVQujd7mEFX7S9y65qtO8kmtVMh3HIaYI1BYrHEWO12Me32omu5hQfr3MSCGD-Mfowd2B_gVq9Ob2U6KdsBFaw8ZiG6qM8zH76PM-N7gSbBfV-bqyEQIlJxLOdk4QP_w0itxBVBGmsnPI9dh1cov-TTFy4AnLjFx4s6sAEHDeUZMYsBw-sKJsqgaDMio7b7W7stn8pzkPICw79K6pQbIUhgiwZz7YS8fy1u1SlAdI5QsPG0LcWn7wWxzxowCICyJM&sai=AMfl-YQXHKwoKTcGIy8w5gYRnszY9pBmie3ieLEugL7li_zUWYt31gKvaWK-0T_DMDVvxAc2bwX1aTNAf_-qz_Vck48nr4Qe0BTy3GhlHSCsNtsrHsG_3OPDMOBj3Ka577Sjpyl3rZ3HB89QL01JBd8SzWtLWuH4Klkkw6J6-SBgRhqJoDb7QCS4yPB0KPrG2kdp1n1LhPl0LpB0qEQvIEya5aHBjCGBM9ZXTiisbbDbykmBfz5cArhZFImAHWL7HsGIUefJ-U6DfAhTwWfBFErY_4bTfCHX2nnWT1UgMS5oTjMMQftXSPE8vrEcQL71sWj1TsAiVzVwxSHcO1dG3IN5rS_oqTD172ZAF7I1iMEMxg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDf_Cn2X4crx&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://dehavilland.com/defence/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvEm0fT7xEACF7TLpV2OzdMeLhwIUu_lN9eksRBfvlvaAdldVSxbzWhUvJRjDWm84p0eteS6kQDpFCFH5ZUZsKNN4BsTo8Qs6J6KmZlJWXIIp6D6h0Jf_VaPM7kLmZatfJwfyI0ORP3WbchRT36GAinKxaZ3puXkhR0hL-tcu6u7VH-xzTwlMrZTBIVcbzQiqX_1AXexKibUFKQ0Yy_mh5tPsmvBfn8qHa_CU-nI8Ayu1XJkhlVGnaSIhDODG-C6X6w19FBhmpzLUdxO95DF5Q6WmIxMhcxK36LXQMd4yg7a2LaecdM98TgURZsx_Ibu5fmx-74es3eysr9NmpKDXHxW-v1mbiEZQAGnT2mDHqyhObe8uPY-r5xtI02z0DMwc6nG8I&sai=AMfl-YQMRNS-Uq_ujT1QBU4_f_8rcU-ANLBYXi_JuRLV0NKJTu1e9FE1GhtB9s7BYMARK7XM-7UEF13P_zkguMKfTrq08N1eyVydvqr-fLpglVl7zJ4dh3jgs5k-tZSiKR3Oe7gSt2QCzItmZYmYnlkd5lwBq_UYkF04OZjDoyVHDO-P8obq62DJkR3-dKJePQaXxTJjy0hnPNfg-R3yLb_pVsaA6W3EbCiZ33SRo1gS4NUfU-CbNg7ixcXZm3YxdKC1DbOBPOdqOPRZxPElgb0y126ldhjRKMu9l4-zZkqi3MYQ1nPM2uXZtIHh0p5cynTqMK8sGx_HDD9emQJ7UFlJQcGDkS8yRSc0j-ClpQKJRQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMM5eqME9tq1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.kss-iii.ca&nm=4
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvEm0fT7xEACF7TLpV2OzdMeLhwIUu_lN9eksRBfvlvaAdldVSxbzWhUvJRjDWm84p0eteS6kQDpFCFH5ZUZsKNN4BsTo8Qs6J6KmZlJWXIIp6D6h0Jf_VaPM7kLmZatfJwfyI0ORP3WbchRT36GAinKxaZ3puXkhR0hL-tcu6u7VH-xzTwlMrZTBIVcbzQiqX_1AXexKibUFKQ0Yy_mh5tPsmvBfn8qHa_CU-nI8Ayu1XJkhlVGnaSIhDODG-C6X6w19FBhmpzLUdxO95DF5Q6WmIxMhcxK36LXQMd4yg7a2LaecdM98TgURZsx_Ibu5fmx-74es3eysr9NmpKDXHxW-v1mbiEZQAGnT2mDHqyhObe8uPY-r5xtI02z0DMwc6nG8I&sai=AMfl-YQMRNS-Uq_ujT1QBU4_f_8rcU-ANLBYXi_JuRLV0NKJTu1e9FE1GhtB9s7BYMARK7XM-7UEF13P_zkguMKfTrq08N1eyVydvqr-fLpglVl7zJ4dh3jgs5k-tZSiKR3Oe7gSt2QCzItmZYmYnlkd5lwBq_UYkF04OZjDoyVHDO-P8obq62DJkR3-dKJePQaXxTJjy0hnPNfg-R3yLb_pVsaA6W3EbCiZ33SRo1gS4NUfU-CbNg7ixcXZm3YxdKC1DbOBPOdqOPRZxPElgb0y126ldhjRKMu9l4-zZkqi3MYQ1nPM2uXZtIHh0p5cynTqMK8sGx_HDD9emQJ7UFlJQcGDkS8yRSc0j-ClpQKJRQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMM5eqME9tq1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.kss-iii.ca&nm=4
https://www.hilltimes.com/2025/12/01/arctic-infrastructure-fund-a-good-start-but-clarity-needed-on-projects-and-dual-use-priorities-say-experts/483717/
https://www.hilltimes.com/2025/12/01/arctic-infrastructure-fund-a-good-start-but-clarity-needed-on-projects-and-dual-use-priorities-say-experts/483717/
https://www.hilltimes.com/2025/12/01/arctic-infrastructure-fund-a-good-start-but-clarity-needed-on-projects-and-dual-use-priorities-say-experts/483717/
https://www.hilltimes.com/2025/12/01/arctic-infrastructure-fund-a-good-start-but-clarity-needed-on-projects-and-dual-use-priorities-say-experts/483717/
https://www.hilltimes.com/2025/11/03/canada-needs-this-road-n-w-t-pitches-highway-to-the-arctic/480767/
https://www.hilltimes.com/2025/11/03/canada-needs-this-road-n-w-t-pitches-highway-to-the-arctic/480767/
https://www.hilltimes.com/2026/05/06/today-is-canadas-arctic-moment-climate-reality-indigenous-leadership-and-global-responsibility/502040/
https://www.hilltimes.com/2026/05/06/today-is-canadas-arctic-moment-climate-reality-indigenous-leadership-and-global-responsibility/502040/
https://www.hilltimes.com/2026/05/06/today-is-canadas-arctic-moment-climate-reality-indigenous-leadership-and-global-responsibility/502040/


These are not abstract recommendations. They are grounded in lived
experience. By acting decisively now, we can protect communities, strengthen
Canada’s North, and secure a liveable future for generations to come.

Hay River, N.W.T., Mayor Kandis Jameson is president of the Northwest
Territories Association of Communities, and member of the Federation of
Canadian Municipalities’ Northern and Remote Forum.
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